         [image: image1.jpg]Ares
Hearn
Evueation
Cerer
SYSTEN

MILWAUKEE






             [image: image2.jpg]WISCONSIN

ARTHRITIS



                     
                  

   Wisconsin Department of 
Health Services

Wisconsin Arthritis Program
Status Report

December 15, 2009
The Wisconsin Arthritis Program has made progress on the goals and objectives identified in the work plan for Implementation of Selected Public Health Intervention Objectives to 

Promote Early Diagnosis and Treatment of Rheumatoid Arthritis (RA).  The Program has contracted with the Aging and Disability Resource Center of Central Wisconsin to develop and implement RA messaging via television and radio advertising.  The script  The Program has reached out to educators at Marquette University and the University of Wisconsin to conduct professional education webinars.  KOL’s are on-board to promote these to their providers and the Program will promote through all other networks of health professionals.  The Arthritis Foundation RA screening events, of which advertising was the major support from this funding, has a great turn out with a total of 221 people across the state in attendance.  The Aging and Disability Resource Center of Central Wisconsin is on track for television and radio message development and pilot airing, the mutually agreed upon work plan and contract have been finalized.  Six potential sites with existing evidence based exercise programming for people with arthritis for the “Free Day for RA” have been identified.  Plans to connect and begin planning are charted for mid-November.  The Program has presented on this RA Project and the HEDIS indicator for DMARDs at the most recent quarterly HMO Collaborative meeting.  We are able to present two years, 2007 and 2008, of the median percent compliance for at least thirteen HMO’s for the HEDIS indicator, 91% for both years.  Future steps to increase education to providers and members on RA were well received.
