Wisconsin Arthritis Action Council

Madison, Milwaukee, & Teleconferencing

Thursday January 7, 2010

 10:00 am- 2:00 pm 


Attendees:  Robert Harris, John Kunz, Ruth McShane, Renae Sieling, Bob Meyer, Angela Nimsgern, Bill Wright, Arti Berry, Lori Obluck, Maureen Blattner, Julie Dotson, Nancy Chudy, Tom Conway, Anne Kissack, Jeanette Gremmels, Amy Mackey, Harvey Padek, Anne Hvizdak, Yvonne Greer, Sherry Ohly, Cindy Huber, Sue Holmes and Jim Wittlieff
 (10:00-10:05) Welcome & Agenda Overview (Arti)


Due to the wintery weather in Milwaukee and a small technology error the council meeting began at 10:13am.  The meeting agenda was adjusted to fit the shorted length of the teleconference. 
Arti was formally welcomed as the new Council chair and Renae was recognized for her years of service to the council. 
(10:05-10:06) Review of Minutes (Arti)
(10:06-11:00) Introductions and Updates (all)- please be open to sharing a bit more information/background on your organization, role, special projects that may be relevant, and other items you would like to share for potential collaborations.
Introductions were kept brief due to the limited time frame of the teleconference.

Bob Meyer introduced himself as Mary Beck’s replacement with AgrAbility.

Jeanette Gremmels was introduced as the Living Well with Chronic Conditions Public Health Coordinator with the WI Arthritis Program.
(11:00-12:00) Evidence Based Interventions Updates 
Anne Hvizdak (15 min) - Living Well with Chronic Conditions 
Working with several AOA grants with more information to soon follow.  Living Well is currently in 50 of 72 counties in WI while Stepping On is in 34 of 72.  In 2010, the plan is to strengthen the Tomando Program and ties with Tribal organizations.

Lori Obluck (15 min) - AF Exercise Program 
Amy Kozicki reported that in 2010 the plan is to offer more trainings for AF Exercise instructors while increasing the number of partners and expanding into new counties.  Currently AF Exercise classes are offered in 83 sites in WI with 124 active instructors. Classes will be held to retrain instructors according to the new 2009 manual. 

Lori O. gave an update on the Osteoarthritis Initiative.  The Ad Council Campaign will drop on 2-4-10 with radio and TV commercials designed to educate individuals.  Information will also be provided on the Arthritis Foundation website.  
Anne Kissack (5 min) - 1-800 Number Radio Spots 
Due to a new relationship change with the Arthritis Foundation WI Chapter their 1-800 information and referral number  is now the statewide line to call for Living Well workshop information.  Living Well brochures are mailed out with all AF-WC mailings. 

9 radio spots were purchased using the 1-800 number for referrals to Living Well, Stepping On and AF Exercise classes.  Due to budget constraints the radio spots will not run in Milwaukee or Dane Counties.  

The radio spots are available by going to wisconsinarthritisprogram.org and clicking on the wave file.  

Julie Dotson (25 min) -Marketing:  “Physical Activity. The Arthritis Pain Reliever.”, www.wisconsinarthritisprogram.org
WI was selected by the CDC as one of four states to participate in the Pilot Communication Campaign.  The other states are Utah, California and Missouri.  WI conducted the Campaign in Milwaukee and targeted the African American community.  Campaign messages were posted on bus benches, billboards and small billboards posted within the African American community.  15,976,302 media impressions were gathered through these mediums.  The CDC recommended minimum impressions for this type of media was 635,100 or three times the target population. The Arthritis Foundation Wisconsin Chapter reported a 7.5% increase in calls to the Information and Referral line due to Campaign efforts.

 Billstuffers were placed on meal trays at 31 senior meal sites and local McDonalds restaurants as well as in the goodie bags for AF Jingle Bell Run participants in Milwaukee.  Bookmarks were placed at all Milwaukee county libraries.  5 posters were placed in Milwaukee Health Department clinics while community members waited to receive H1N1 vaccinations.  The McDonalds restaurants did not pass out as many billstuffers as was initially estimated and therefore the number of actual impressions was less than the CDC recommendation. 

All of the campaign work was possible due to the assistance of the task force members, partners and Council members. 
(12:00-12:30) Lunch (all)
(12:30-12:50) Rheumatoid Arthritis Funding (Anne)
This funding is scheduled to end in March 2010 however there has been discussion of the possibility of future funding.  

Central WI ADRC is creating a TV commercial after the WI Arthritis Program staff approved the spot and the content.  As soon as it is complete, the final product will be shared with the Council.  

There will be a series of 3 professional education webcasts with the first happening on 1-12-10.  Anne Kissack will share the live link and archived program information with the Council and encouraged all members to share it with their partners.  

The WI Arthritis Program used some of the RA funds to support the screening events already planned for the Arthritis Foundation. 

The “Free Day for RA” concept has been achieved with the support of the AF-WC who identified YMCAs that report REACH data.  Waukesha County Family and the Ttricounty YMCAs have both expressed interest in hosting a day where individuals can participate in AF Aquatics and AF Exercise programs free of charge.  Discussions are still underway with the Princeton Club in New Berlin. 
(12:50-1:50) Implementing and Monitoring the Wisconsin Arthritis Action Plan 2009-2013 (all)

Workgroups- defining activities, self selection for workgroup involvement, scheduling


 teleconferences closely following this meeting
Anne gave the history of previous workgroups within the Council and how the state plan tells how the Council and partners will move forward.  The WI Arthritis Program and the Council were struggling with how to implement the state plan. During the August Council meeting forming workgroups was discussed.  Council members were asked to self select into workgroups once each group was described and discussed.
Arti Berry and Anne Kissack defined the various workgroups and discussed them with the Council members. Both the Professional and Public education workgroups contain interventions.  John Kunz (UW Superior), Ruth McShane (Marquette) and Maureen Blattner (Arthritis Foundation WI Chapter) all expressed interest in joining the Professional education workgroup. Julie Dotson will participate in the Public education workgroup. John Kunz suggested looking for legislators and spokes people for support.  As well as more individuals with arthritis or people who know people with arthritis. Anne Kissack and John Kunz will discuss possible funding opportunities for parish nurses offline. 
The Chronic Disease Program Liaison isn’t an actual workgroup.  Individuals from the Council are encouraged to attend other Program council meetings and report back.  

Cindy Huber supported the idea of this position.  Connecting the dots between all of the other councils will help build capacity within the WI Arthritis Action Council.  As most chronic conditions have similar modifiable risk factors the connections between other councils and the WAAC becomes very important. 

Nancy Chudy gave the background of Program Integration within the Division of Public Health at the State.  Anne Kissack agreed to share this position description with the other Chronic Disease Program Coordinators at the State to solicit support.

Anne Kissack will send a separate Meeting Wizard request for each workgroup to all WAAC members.  Please complete each form even if it pertains to a group that you do not wish to join by stating “unavailable” in all time slots.

The workgroups and liaison role were all approved by the Council.

(1:50-1:55) Next Meeting
Anne Kissack will send out meeting Wizard requests for the remaining quarterly meetings of 2010.  The Council advised that Tuesdays appear to be the best day for most members.
(1:55-2:00) Review of Action Items

Anne Kissack will send out Meeting Wizard requests for all workgroup teleconferences.  All members are asked to reply to each request.

Anne Kissack will send out Meeting Wizard requests for all of the remaining 2010 quarterly meetings. 

Lori Obluck asked all interested members should sign up for advocacy on the AF-WC website.

Maureen Blattner invited all council members to contact her if they know of an available location and/or speaker for May month public forum.  Currently there are 30 planned sessions statewide and she would like to achieve a goal of 60 sessions.
(5:00) Adjourn
